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FEATURED NEWS

GOV. JOHN KASICH'S BUDGET TO PUSH REFORMS WITH A DOSE OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY: WELFARE TO WORK NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
Gov. John Kasich hasn't unveiled his budget proposal yet, but he has signaled clearly that it will recommend significant reforms in how the state delivers public assistance to try to make the programs more user friendly, more effective and perhaps cheaper to run. The end game? To help people in the short term and get them back to work and self-sufficiency.

OHIO LEGISLATIVE DEMOCRATS' BUDGET PRIORITIES INCLUDE MORE CASH FOR SCHOOLS, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS  THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
Ohio House Democrats said Tuesday they will resist income-tax cuts, seek more money for local governments and push school funding reform during the upcoming legislative budget fight. However, Democratic lawmakers were light on specifics, saying at a Statehouse news conference that they want to wait for Gov. John Kasich to unveil his two-year budget proposal next week.

KASICH UNVEILS HUMAN SERVICE PROPOSALS FOR FY16-17 HANNAH
Gov. John Kasich began the process of unveiling parts of his proposed FY16-17 budget Thursday in an address before the Ohio Association of Community Action Agencies (OACAA). Refusing to read from scripted talking points, the governor began by telling the crowd, which gave him a standing ovation, that he has spent some time lately "wondering what happened to John Kasich." Yet, as he has done fairly often lately, he pondered his upbringing and the influence his parents had on his "intensity" to "help the people in shadows."

KASICH PLANS TAX CUTS, MORE AID TO POOR IN UPCOMING BUDGET COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Ohioans will see a half-billion-dollar tax cut proposed when Gov. John Kasich unveils his two-year state budget proposal on Monday. The Republican governor rolled out the first piece of his plan yesterday: eliminating state income taxes for 1 million small businesses, spurring them to reinvest and possibly create jobs, while also reducing income taxes for 3 million low-income and middle-class families. And he wants the working poor to hang onto some state-subsidized child-care benefits longer instead of having them completely cut off as families make more money.



FEDERAL, NATIONAL AND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
BUDGET PREVIEW: WHAT WILL THE PRESIDENT'S SPENDING REQUEST LOOK LIKE? EDUCATION WEEK
Get excited, Politics K-12 readers, because Monday is Budget Day! That means we'll be running the numbers on President Barack Obama's fiscal 2016 budget request, otherwise known as the administration's wish list for federal spending. And from what we know so far, the forthcoming wish list is going to include lots of education proposals that probably won't go anywhere.  


OHIO LEGISLATION UPDATE (RECENT BILL ACTION IN RED)
131ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

House

HB1 WORKFORCE GRANT PROGRAM (Rep. Kirk Schuring, Rep. Nathan Manning) To establish the Workforce Grant Program, to authorize an income tax credit equal to 25% of the student loan payments a grant recipient makes per year, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Economic & Workforce Development Committee

HB2 CHARTER SCHOOL SPONSORSHIP (Rep. Mike Dovilla, Rep. Kristina Roegner) With regard to sponsorship and management of community schools
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (Rep. Stephanie Kunze, Rep. Kyle Koehler) To allow the Auditor of State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Local Government Committee

HB7 ASSESSMENT SCORE DETERMINATIONS (Rep. Jim Buchy) To prohibit individual student scores from certain elementary and secondary achievement assessments administered for the 2014-2015 school year from being used to determine promotion or retention or to grant course credit
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB12 TIF-INCENTIVE DISTRICTS (Rep. James Butler, Jr., Rep. Tony Burkley) To establish a procedure by which political subdivisions proposing a tax increment financing (TIF) incentive district are required to provide notice to the record owner of each parcel within the proposed incentive district before creating the district
STATUS: Introduced

HB15 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERSHIP (Rep. Ron Gerberry) To change the voting membership of the State Board of Education to consist of a member from each of several electoral districts with boundaries coinciding with the state's Congressional districts and a president to be appointed by the Governor if there is an even number of such electoral districts
STATUS: Introduced

HB20 CONCEALED CARRY-SCHOOL SAFETY ZONE (Rep. Anne Gonzales, Rep. Kyle Koehler) To expand and clarify the authority of a concealed handgun licensee to possess a handgun in a school safety zone
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State Government Committee

HB25 FOOD-DRINK SCHOOL SALES (Rep. Stephanie Kunze) To require the State Board of Education to adopt rules regarding the sale of beverages and food during the regular school day in connection with a school-sponsored fundraiser
STATUS: Introduced

Senate

No legislation has been introduced.


OHIO BUDGET/POLITICS

NORTHEAST OHIO SENATORS NAMED TO COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP POSTS THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
A few Northeast Ohio lawmakers will serve in leadership positions on Senate committees during the 2015-16 two-year legislative session. Senate Republicans on Friday announced assignments for standing committees as well as a handful of panels that will work through pieces of the state's two-year budget. Sen. Gayle Manning, a North Ridgeville Republican, will serve another term chairing the Senate Transportation Committee. Sen. Tom Patton, a Strongsville Republican, will serve as vice chair.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR BUDGET BILL TARGETS HOUSE FLOOR FOR APRIL 22 OR APRIL 23 HANNAH
At the first meeting of the House Finance Committee Tuesday, a tentative schedule was released for the committee's and its subcommittees' deliberations on the FY16-17 budget. The budget is due to the Legislature on Monday, Feb. 2. There are three budgets that will be acted on: the main operating budget, the transportation budget, and the Bureau of Workers' Compensation/Ohio Industrial Commission budgets. The schedule shows the House voting on the operating budget on Wednesday or Thursday, April 22 or April 23.

HOUSE GOP INTRODUCES PRIORITY LEGISLATION HANNAH
The Ohio House Republican caucus launched their first set of bills on Wednesday, saying their focus is on four areas that they believe will improve the state in the next six years, part of what Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) calls “Ohio 2020.” Rosenberger said he sees the initiative as having four pillars to build on for the future: energy, education, competitiveness and health care. He also said that the House will be an institution that leads on many of these issues. Among the priorities are a grant program tied into workforce development, improving the use of Naloxone for heroin overdoses, and charter school reform.

SENATE MAJORITY UNVEILS PRIORITIES FOR 131ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY HANNAH
While legislation will not be introduced until next week, Senate President Keith Faber (R-Celina), flanked by most members of his caucus, Wednesday unveiled the caucus priorities for the 131st General Assembly.  With "opportunity" as the overall theme, the top 10 areas they will tackle include the following.

HOUSE EDUCATION KICKS OFF WITH REGULATORY REVIEW BY CHARTER ALLIANCE HANNAH
With charter school reform among top House priorities, the House Education Committee dedicated its first meeting of the session Wednesday to an overview of charter rules and laws from the Ohio Alliance for Public Charter Schools. Darlene Chambers, head of the OAPCS, said she wanted to "clear the air" of misperceptions about charter schools and the way they're run and overseen in Ohio. "In the charter world, there's a bargain, autonomy for accountability," she said.

CHARTER SCHOOLS, STUDENT GRANTS ON OHIO HOUSE GOP'S TO-DO LIST THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
Ohio House Republicans on Wednesday unveiled some of their top-priority bills for this year, including measures to increase charter school accountability and pay students to train for in-demand jobs. At a Statehouse news conference, House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger, a Clinton County Republican, said the House GOP will focus particularly on economic competitiveness, energy, education, and health issues. Most committees will start hearings next week, after Gov. John Kasich unveils his two-year budget plan.

GOP PLAN WOULD INCREASE ACCOUNTABILITY FOR OHIO CHARTER SCHOOLS  COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Majority Republicans in the General Assembly pledged yesterday to change Ohio charter-school law to make the privately operated, tax-funded schools more transparent and accountable. Gov. John Kasich also is expected to address what charter-school supporters and critics alike say is lax state oversight in the two-year state budget proposal he will unveil Monday.

CHANCELLOR: COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY TO BE ADDRESSED IN GOVERNOR’S BUDGET HANNAH
Previewing the rollout of Gov. John Kasich’s budget next week without tipping his hand, Ohio Board of Regents Chancellor John Carey said Thursday that making college more affordable will be a key feature. He said that Ohio has been 49th out of 50 in terms of tuition increases in the last five years, and credit should be given to colleges and universities for keeping costs down. But he said that if the state wants to move forward and be stronger, then it needs to become more efficient in the way higher education dollars are spent now. 

CHARTER SCHOOL BILL IS JUST "TWEAKING" AND "WINDOW DRESSING" THAT DUCKS REAL ISSUES, SAYS KEY DEMOCRAT IN OHIO HOUSE THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
The new House Bill 2 is just window dressing and a distraction while the core issues with charter schools in Ohio aren't touched, State Rep. Teresa Fedor said today. Fedor, the ranking Democrat on the House Education Committee, said the bill isn't the major charter school reform bill it's being trumpeted as. Instead, she said, House Republicans are avoiding taking on tough issues because many receive  significant campaign donations from charter management companies, like White Hat Management of Akron.

JOHN KASICH'S NEW COORDINATED WELFARE APPROACH TO START WITH TEENS, YOUNG ADULTS NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
Gov. John Kasich will propose new approaches for Ohio's welfare programs in the budget he unveils Monday, targeting teens and young adults as part of an effort to intervene at an early age to stop poverty. The changes would require individual counties, which administer the assistance programs across the state, to designate a lead entity that will be responsible for coordinating help -- assistance programs and job training efforts -- and matching them to clients.

WHAT'S IN THE NEW HOUSE CHARTER SCHOOL BILL?  THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
The new House Bill 2, introduced Wednesday as a charter "reform" bill, has several detailed changes in how the charter schools are managed and operated, as well as how finances are to be reported. We discussed the bill with State Rep. Kristina Roegner, a Hudson Republican, who is co-sponsoring it. To understand the proposed changes, remember how charter school management is organized in Ohio. Sponsors, known as authorizers in most states, help charter schools start and then oversee them. Sponsors have primary responsibility for policing schools to make sure they meet standards.



OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

OHIO EDUCATION DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS DAYTON SCHOOLS 'AT RISK'  WYSO 
An Ohio Department of Education district review team is in Dayton this week because its schools are considered “at risk.” The Ohio Department of Education has sent a review team to Dayton schools this week as part of an early intervention tool for the troubled district. The visit to Dayton Public Schools is part of a new early intervention effort from the state. The week-long visit is the first step for troubled districts to address their problems with help from the state. DPS ranked second lowest in the state for student performance in the most recent report card. Dayton is serving as the guinea pig for this process. 

ODE HIT WITH JUSTICE DEPARTMENT COMPLAINT ON BEHALF OF SPANISH-SPEAKING STUDENTS HANNAH
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) and several leading school districts around the state face a new complaint alleging multiple violations of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 2004, and No Child Left Behind (NCLB). The complaint says Spanish-speaking families with limited English are being denied equal access to education and student information, including special needs children and students with other disabilities.

ODE PREVIEWS PARCC TESTS, CONVENES STANDARDS REVIEW PANELS HANNAH
The Ohio Department of Education previewed Tuesday the ins and outs of assessments tied to new academic standards, while also convening for the first time a group of experts assigned to review those standards. Lawmakers created academic standards review committees in 130-HB487, the K-12 education piece of the mid-biennium review, to determine if the standards are clear, age appropriate and promote higher student achievement, among other criteria. The four committees -- one each for math, science, social studies and English language arts -- are made up of subject-matter experts, teachers, parents and state officials. 

ROSS PRESENTS ODE'S REPORT ON TESTING TO SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE HANNAH
The Senate Education Committee kicked off its deliberations for 2015 hearing from State Superintendent of Education Richard Ross on the results of the Department of Education's (ODE) report and recommendations around testing in the schools -- a report mandated under the education Mid-Biennium Review (MBR) bill 130-HB487. After providing an overview of testing in the state, Ross identified the following steps the department will take to reduce "the testing burden on students," to improve testing efficiency and maintain accountability systems that ensure all students receive a high-quality education.

OHIO LAWMAKERS WELCOME SUPERINTENDENT’S PLAN TO TRIM STANDARDIZED TESTING  COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Lawmakers heard State schools Superintendent Richard A. Ross’ recommendations on cutting the time students spend taking standardized tests and said they will look to expand on them. “It’s a good set of recommendations,” Sen. Peggy Lehner, R-Centerville and chairwoman of the Senate Education Committee, said, “I think that we may be adding on to some of the recommendations. I see us expanding them as opposed to throwing any of them away. I think the ones that are out there are solid.”


EARLY LEARNING
CHILD-CARE BILLS RIVAL MORTGAGE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Like many other young families nationwide, the Vargos are trying to balance work and parenthood with household budgets and monthly child-care payments that rival mortgage payments. So when President Barack Obama addressed the affordability of child care in his State of the Union speech last week — one local child advocate counted eight references — the Vargos welcomed the recognition, even as they know that Obama’s proposals for assistance likely will face resistance.

PRE-K MOVEMENT HEATS UP IN STATES WITH SMALL STATE PROGRAMS, OR NONE EDUCATION WEEK
The past few weeks have seen an uptick in preschool activists making themselves known in some states that have typically had small (or no) state preschool programs. A couple in Nebraska, Ron and Cille Williams, donated $2 million to Ron's alma mater, the University of Nebraska, to establish two permanently endowed funds for early education.



CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE COMMON CORE BECOMES LESS ... COMMON? WASHINGTON POST
The Common Core State Standards were envisioned as a way to measure most of the nation’s students against a shared benchmark, but education experts say political upheaval and the messy reality of on-the-ground implementation is threatening that original goal.

KASICH CALLS OUT COMMON CORE OPPONENTS CINCINNATI ENQUIRER
Gov. John Kasich on Sunday defended Common Core with some of his most direct language to date, saying the only people opposed to the educational standards are "running for something." "The Common Core was written by state education superintendents and local principals," Kasich said on Sunday's Fox News Sunday. "It is local school boards driving better education, higher standards, created by local school boards. I've asked the Republican governors that have complained about this to tell me where I'm wrong. And guess what, silence."

OHIO K-12 STUDENTS TO TAKE NEW TESTS IN 3 WEEKS DAYTON DAILY NEWS
Ohio students will enter a brave new world of school testing in three weeks, with state exams that feature a longer, two-part structure, will be taken largely online for the first time, and will measure the ability to apply concepts more than memorize.



COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO PROVIDE "TUITION REWARD" TO FULL-TIME STUDENTS NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
Cuyahoga Community College proposes to offer a "tuition reward" to students who take more than 12 credit hours a semester. Students taking at least 15 credit hours would receive a credit equal to 50 percent of tuition for all successfully completed credit hours over 12 credit hours. Accumulated credits would be redeemable the following semester. A student would earn $52.27 per eligible credit hour at the current tuition rate, or $156.81 for completing 15 credit hours, considered a full course load.

KASICH ADMINISTRATION OUTLINES HIGHER ED INITIATIVES HANNAH
The Kasich administration Friday rolled out the initiatives expected to be part of the governor’s budget when he announces it on Monday, including more ways for high school students to earn college credit, the use of campuses for lower income students in the summer, and using the Ohio College Opportunity Grant to fill in gaps in the federal Pell Grant. The announcement came during a joint appearance by Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor and Chancellor of the Board of Regents John Carey at Sinclair Community College in Dayton. One proposal will convene Ohio college and university presidents again to help develop a model in which students can receive competency-based credit for a limited number of courses based on their demonstrated competencies rather than the amount of time spent in the classroom.


NORTHEAST OHIO SCHOOLS

CUYAHOGA COUNTY
BEACHWOOD SCHOOLS MAY ASK FOR TWO PROPERTY TAX INCREASES (PHOTO GALLERY)  NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
BRECKSVILLE-BROADVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOL BOARD APPROVES TRANSPORTATION REIMBURSEMENT, RECOGNIZES RETIRING FACULTY MEMBER SUN NEWS
COMMUNITY GETS LOOK AT EUCLID SCHOOLS' KINDERGARTEN VILLAGE PLAN WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD
FAIRVIEW PARK SCHOOL BOARD TO MAKE INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT BILL WAGNER PERMANENT NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
NORTH OLMSTED SCHOOL BOARD DROPS NATIONAL SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP TO SAVE $4,100 NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
SHAKER HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL MAY INCREASE CLASS TIME NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
WESTLAKE SUPERINTENDENT ADDRESSES "STATE OF THE SCHOOLS" (LIVE COVERAGE) NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
WESTLAKE HIGH SCHOOL ROLLS OUT INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM WITH ROCKY RIVER, BEREA, AVON LAKE SCHOOLS NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
WESTLAKE VOTERS TO DECIDE ON NEW 1-MILL SCHOOL PROPERTY TAX NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
GEAUGA COUNTY

WEST GEAUGA SCHOOLS NARROWS SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH TO 3 FINALISTS WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL RAISES QUESTION FOR COMPLEX WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

UNANIMOUS VOTES CLEAR PATH FOR BERKSHIRE, LEDGEMONT MERGER WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

LAKE COUNTY

PERRY HIGH SCHOOL ADVISES MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS ON CAREER PATHS WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

LORAIN COUNTY

STATE DELIVERS MID-YEAR REVIEW TO LORAIN CITY SCHOOLS THE MORNING JOURNAL

LORAIN SCHOOLS LOOKING TO MAKE CHANGES TO EMBRACE DIVERSE STUDENT POPULATION LORAIN MORNING JOURNAL

SHEFFIELD-SHEFFIELD LAKE SCHOOLS OKS LEVY ON MAY BALLOT CHRONICLE TELEGRAM

MEDINA COUNTY

CLOVERLEAF EXITS FISCAL DISTRESS, MAINTAINS LEVY PROMISES  AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

HIGHLAND SCHOOLS NEWS: KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION, BASKETBALL TITLE, SCIENCE MUSEUM, CHARACTER CARD WINNERS, BUS DRIVERS NEEDED SUN NEWS
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